Faithfulness:

The Foundation of True Friendship
By Jacalyn Eyre

Study 1: A Commitment To Be There

WARMING UP

1. Why is faithfulness an important quality in

friendship?

DIGGING IN

2, Read Ruth 1. What do we learn about
Naomi in verses 1—5?

3. Ruth and Orpah are introduced as
Naomi’s daughters-in-law (v. 4). What basis
do these three women have for mutual trust
(vv.1-5)?

4. Consider a time when you shared a
difficult experience with someone. How did
it strengthen your friendship?

5. What do verses 6-13 reveal about Naomi'’s
relationship to God?

6. When you have faced a painful experience,
how has it affected your attitude toward
God?

7. The famine is over, and Naomi prepares to
return to Bethlehem with her daughters-in-
law. Why does Naomi encourage Ruth and
Orpah to stay in Moab (vv. 8—14)?

8. What cost does Naomi face by
encouraging Ruth and Orpah to stay in
Moab?

How do both Ruth and Orpah show faithfulness

to Naomi by their different responses?

9. What does it cost you to be faithful to
those you love?

10. Read Ruth’s familiar words in verses 16—
17. How would you summarize her words of
dedication?

11. Naomi’s homecoming is painful (vv. 19—
22). How does Naomi view herself and her
situation?

12. What provisions has God made for
Naomi even in the midst of this bitter time?

13. In what situations is it most important for
us to be there for our loved ones and friends?

How does Ruth’s example encourage vou to be
faithful in good times and in bad?

PRAY ABOUT IT

Our Father, teach us to recognize and understand
friendship. Teach us how to receive friendship. Teach us
how to be a friend. Like Naomi, give us the capacity to
know, show, and speak our feelings —love, anger, longing,
bitterness, despair, and devotion. Like Orpah, give us the
ability to separate from those we love if it is required of us.
Like Ruth, who reflects your character, give us the courage
to be faithful; to give support, love, and commitment; and
to cling to those you call into our lives. May we show
kindness especially to those who feel judged and rejected.
Father, teach us friendship. Teach us faithfulness.
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Study 2: A Willingness to Forgive

WARMING UP

1. Why do you think forgiveness is one of the
foundations of friendship?

DIGGING IN

2. Read Hosea 2:13—3:5. Looking back at
2:13, how would you describe the spiritual
condition of Israel?

3. The word betroth is used three times in
verses 19—20. What virtues and qualities

8. Hosea 3:1—5 focuses on Hosea and Gomer.
Verse 1 tells how Gomer, though married to
Hosea, is living with another man and
worshiping other gods. God tells Hosea to
reclaim his unfaithful wife. Given Hosea’s
situation, what do you think he would be
thinking and feeling?

characterize this commitment?

What reason does God give Hosea for this

. . command to reclaim Gomer?
4. God describes Israel’s restoration in terms

of marriage because he views idolatry as
spiritual adultery. Why do you think God
uses such a graphic term?

9. Hosea must pay a price to reclaim Gomer
(v. 2). How does Hosea's restoration of
Gomer foreshadow the ministry of Jesus

Christ?
5. In what areas are God’s people in our time

and culture tempted to be unfaithful to God? o ) )
10. Forgiving love is costly. What price have

In what areas do you struggle to be faithful to you paid when forgiving another?

God? How does this passage motivate you to do

whatever is necessary to forgive?

6. The damaged relationship between God

and Israel is repaired because God is willing 11. How does this passage encourage you in

to forgive. How would you describe the your relationship to God?

overflowing benefits that come from this
reconciled relationship (vv. 21—23)?

PRAY ABOUT IT

. . . “Our Father in h , hallowed b , V
7. Why can it be so difficult to forgive those ur rather in fieaven, hatiowed be your name, your

who are close to 1s? kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in
< .. .

heaven. Give us today our daily bread. And forgive us our

. debts, as we also have forgiv debtors. And lead
What overflowing benefits result when we do ebls, as we a'so have TorgIven our deblors eac us

. not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one”
forgive?

(Matthew 6:9—13).
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Study 3: A Promise of Support

WARMING UP

1. Recall a time when you took on a project or
responsibility that seemed too massive. How

did you feel?

DIGGING IN

2. Read Joshua 1:1—9. Moses is dead. How do
vou think Joshua would have felt about
becoming Israel’s leader after forty years of
Moses’ leadership?

3. As Joshua begins to lead Israel into the
Promised Land, what assurances does God
give him (vv. 1—5)?

4. God promises to be with Joshua (v. 5).
Why would that be encouraging?

5. What difference does it make when
someone offers to come with you to
accomplish a hard task?

6. What does God require of Joshua in order
to be successful and prosperous in leading
Israel (vv. 6—9)?

7. Joshua must meditate on the Law day and
night (v. 8). How do you think this would
help him to lead Israel?

8. How have you been supported and
strengthened by knowing the Scriptures?

9. God tells Joshua not to be discouraged or
afraid (v. 9). Why do you think this

command was 1lecessary?

10. How can God’s command to be bold in
the face of hard circumstances give us
strength?

11. Throughout this passage, how is the Lord
himself a model of what it means to be a
supportive friend?

12. Think of a friend who needs your support
during a difficult time. How can you follow
the Lord’s example in helping that person?

PRAY ABOUT IT

Our Father, like Joshua, let us be open to your call on our
lives. Your Son, Jesus, said to his eleven disciples, “All
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the
very end of the age” (Matthew 28:18—20).

Like your disciples, let us hear and respond to your
call on our lives no matter how large or how small. May
each of us be strong and courageous, meditating on yvour
Word day and night, remembering always vour words, “I
will never leave you nor forsake you” (Joshua 1:5).
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Study 4: Honoring Our Commitments

WARMING UP

1. Think of a time when someone broke a

commitment to you. How did it make you

feel?

DIGGING IN

2. Read Malachi 2:10-16. These verses are
full of broken commitments. What specific
commitments have been broken?

3. Consider the three questions posed in
verse 10. What point is Malachi trying to
make?

4. Many churches struggle with internal
conflicts. How could Malachi’s questions
help?

5. What is God’s attitude toward Israel
marrying “women who worship a foreign
god” (v. 11)?

6. Intermarriage with pagans was strictly
forbidden because it could lead to apostasy
(see Exodus 34:15—16; Deuteronomy 7:3—4).
How does this explain Malachi's seemingly
harsh prayer in verse 12?

7. We are influenced by the people with
whom we are closest (spouses, friends,
business partners, and so on). What can we
learn from verses 11—12?

8. The people are confused as to why God
does not accept them (vv. 13—14). What is the
problem (vv. 14—16)?

9. By observing key words or phrases like
unfaithful, partner, and marriage covenant
(vv. 14—15), what can we learn about God’s
view of marriage?

10. How does God’s view of marriage help us
understand his attitude toward divorce (v.
16)?

11. How can knowing God’s view of marriage
enrich our own marriages (or our
friendships)?

12. Healthy relationships require that we not
be unfaithful to those to whom we have
committed ourselves (vv. 15—-16). How can
honoring our commitments make a
difference in the way we relate to our spouse
or our friends?

PRAY ABOUTIT

Forgive us now, Father, as we humble ourselves before
you, knowing we are unable to live up to the standards you

place before us. Have mercy on us. We're grateful for the
work of your Son, Jesus Christ, and that through him we
are acceptable in your eyes. Flood our hearts with your
love and hope. Give us the desire and ability to walk the
path you place before us, keeping the faith with you,
Father, and with our families and friends.
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Study 5: Fulfilling Our Responsibilities

WARMING UP

1. What types of responsibility do you enjoy?
What types of responsibility do you avoid?

DIGGING IN

2. Read Matthew 25:14—30. As the master 8. How does the master show his disapproval
leaves on a long journey, what resources (vv.26-30)?

does he give each of his servants (vv. 14—15)

and what does he expect of them?

9. The third servant receives a harsh
judgment (vv. 28—30). What does Jesus want

3. What are some of the resources Jesus has o
us to understand about our responsibilities

iven to you? o
& : within his kingdom?

What do you think Jesus expects of you?

10. What investments can you make for the
4. How does the master show approval to the sake of God’s kingdom?

servants who please him (vv. 21, 23)?

11. From this passage, what can we learn

5. Recall a time \»\jhe?n you sensed God's about our relationship with Jesus?
approval. What was it like?

How can these principles be applied to our other
friendships?

6. How would you describe the behavior of

the wicked servant (vv. 24-30)? PRAY ABOUT IT

Why do you think the third servant did not invest

bi tor’ ) Quietly reflect on this passage, on the Father, Jesus, your
is master’s money’

responsibilities, and God’s joy. Close your reflection time
by reading John 15:9—15 and offering the following prayer:
Our Father who is in heaven, holy is your name. Your
kingdom come; your will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. You, Father, are all-powerful, and your Son, Jesus,

7. What image does the third servant have of

his master (vv. 24—25)?
shares in all your glory. We are grateful for the friendship

you offer us through Jesus and the responsibilities you
give to us. We pray that we may honor you as we invest in
your kingdom. Give us wisdom and perseverance as we

How does our image of Jesus affect the way we
serve him?

love and serve you.
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Study 6: The Rewards of Faithfulness

WARMING UP

1. What benefits are there in being faithful to

a friend?

DIGGING IN

2. Read Proverbs 3:3—4; 16:6; 20:28; and
25:19. What are some of the benefits of
faithfulness?

3. Faithfulness is paired with love in three of
the four references. How are the two words
complementary?

4. According to Proverbs 3:3—4, what efforts
does it take to gain and keep a good
reputation?

5. What are some of the benefits of a good
reputation?

What are the liabilities of a poor reputation?

6. Proverbs 16:6 says that faithfulness can
help us overcome past sins against God and
others. How do you think this works in
practice?

7. Fear of the Lord is parallel with
faithfulness in this proverb. How are
faithfulness and fear of the Lord

complementary truths?

8. How can faithfulness help us to live a
godly life?

9. Look at Proverbs 20:28. Love and
faithfulness aren’t traditionally hot topics on
the political circuit. How would they
contribute to a healthy government?

10. How would it affect your attitude toward
government to know that your political

leaders were seeking to act in love and
faithfulness?

11. Reread Proverbs 25:19. How do a bad
tooth and a lame foot describe what it is like
to depend on an unfaithful person?

12. We have all had the experience of being
let down by someone. How are you affected?
How do you tend to respond?

13. A life full of faithfulness is a rich life. How
do the practical benefits of faithfulness
motivate vou to be a more faithful person to
God and to your friends?

PRAY ABOUT IT

Father, create in me a heart that desires you. Teach me
faithfulness that I may “win favor and a good name” in
your sight and before humankind. Teach me to fear you
that I may avoid evil and sin. Forgive me for my unfaithful
times so that [ may begin again fresh and cleansed. May I
faithfully walk in your love all the days of my life.
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